Contents
Arianna Fermani – The multifocal approach as an assumption
of the complexity of reality: a few introductory insights
1. The point of assuming an “optical paradigm”, 7 – 2. “Insofar as possible”: the assumption of the sense of the limit and its heuristic function, 10
– 3. Black and white: painting a polychrome but not blurred picture, 16 –
4. “In itself” and “for us”, 20 – 5. The “in relation to” perspective, 26 – 6.
Conclusive remarks: Not relativism, but a game of relations, 28
Francesca Eustacchi – At the Source of the Multifocal Approach:
Relations in the Sophistic Context
1. Sophistry vs Eleatism, 33 – Protagoras, 34 – Protagorean antilogies,
37 – Gorgias’ Treatise On not-being, 40 – 2. Not relativism, but a game
of relations, 44 – The synonymic art of Prodicus: relations and words, 48
– 3. The aspect of praxis, 51 – Ethics: relations and opinions, 55 – 4. A
final example: the Dissoi Logoi, 57 – 5. A polyhedral view of reality, 63
Arianna Fermani – Man is unhappy in many ways. Some examples
of the multifocal approach inside the platonic reflection
1. «Where are you going?» Unhappiness as the outcome of a aimless life,
68 – 2. “Suffered” unhappiness: life beset by unhappiness and pain, 69 –
3. Unhappiness “troubles”: disorder and excess as a cause for the destruction of life, 71 – «Here you are, you wretches, fill yourselves with this fine
spectacle!» (Resp. IV, 440A): unhappiness as lack of self-control, 74 –
Unhappiness as lack of metretics, 77 – 4. «Where do you come from?».
Unhappiness as mistaking physis, 78 – “In itself” and “for us”: why the
golden ladle is useless, 80 – 5. Final considerations, 81

7

33

67

Maurizio Migliori – Plato: a nascent theory of complexity
1. Perception, 87 – Perception in Timaeus and Theaetetus, 88 –
Some paradoxical elements, 91 – The role of the soul, 94 – The
role of perception, 95 – 2. The multi-faceted evaluation of the
soul, 99 – The body-soul relation and the oneness of the human
being, 100 – The multiple structure of the soul, 102 – The simultaneous presence of different approaches, 105 – Some clarifications, 107 – Survival and immortality of the soul, 109 – 3. The
whole-all the parts-many parts-parts nexus, 113 – The one-many
feature of the (simple) ideas, 113 – The theoretic concepts, 115

85

Lucia Palpacelli – The multifocal approach in Metaphysics V
1. The “oddity” in Metaphysics V, 119 – 2. Metaphysics V: a multifocal
lexicon, 120 – Jaeger’s genetic method applied to Book V, 120 – Metaphysics V in light of the multifocal approach, 122 – 3. “Nature” and

119

CONTENTS
6
¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

“Substance”: highly diverse but not mutually exclusive meanings, 123 –
Nature, 124 – Substance, 129 – 4. “One”, “Prior and subsequent” and
“whole”: the multifocal approach in the progressive detailed analysis of
meanings, 133 – “One” in an accidental sense, 133 – “One” in an absolute sense, 135 – “One” as a numerical principle, 139 – Prior and posterior, 141 – The Whole, 147 – 5. Final considerations, 149
Arianna Fermani – Some examples of the multifocal approach
in Aristotle’s Ethics
1. Introductory considerations, 153 – 2. For a multi-focal approach to the concept of “friendship”, 154 – Preliminary observations, 154 – First scenario:
friendship as virtue, 155 – Second scenario: friendship as that which accompanies virtue, 157 – Third scenario: friendship as a passion, 158 – Fourth
scenario: friendship as that which accompanies passion, 159 – Fifth scenario: friendship as a good and friends as external goods, 160 – Following
the profiles of friendship, 161 – Final thoughts on the “figure” of friendship,
164 – 3. Views on the concept of vice, 164 – Vice as excess and deficiency,
165 – Excess and deficiency “in” vice: the case of bestiality, 167 – Bestiality
as “other” than vice, 169 – Excess in vice and “absolute vice”, 172 – Vices
“in deficiency”: the example of paltriness, 174 – Analysis of the connection
between vice, error, and blame, 176 – Conclusions, 177 – 4. An example
“extreme”: the case of suicide, 178 – First scenario: suicide as act of disrespect for oneself and the polis, 179 – Second scenario: suicide as a respectful
act toward oneself and the polis, 182 – Conclusions, 184
Lucia Palpacelli – Time and the Stars: Two examples
of multifocal approach in Aristotle’s works on physics
1. A few preliminary considerations, 187 – 2. The dual concept of time in the
dual functionality of the now, 190 – The two meanings of “now”: same and
different, 190 – Infinite and finite time, 199 – 3. The number can be defined in
two ways: the two-sided nature of the relationship between time and motion,
203 – 4. Final considerations on time, 205 – 5. Animate and inanimate stars,
205 – Ether as the cause of movement, 206 – The necessitation of the soul,
207 – 6. The metaphysical and physical planes: a comparison, 213 – The
movement of the heavens and stars in Metaphysics XII, 7-8, 214 – 7. Final deliberations on the animation of stars and the cosmos, 217
Elisabetta Cattanei – In conclusion
Index locorum
Index nominum
Index rerum
Bibliography
Editors

153

187

221
223
231
235
237
245

